World Archery Youth Championships 2011
Legnica, Poland
21st  -  28th August 2100
 
The World Archery Youth Championships were recently held in Legnica, Poland, having 573 archers from 57 countries taking part. Conditions were dry throughout the week with light breezes helping the competitors battle against a few days above 30 degrees. Northern Ireland were represented by Larne’s Jordan Mitchell (17) as part of the Great Britain Team.

On Tuesday Jordan qualified 4th in the Cadet Compound Boys, with a score of 689 out of a possible 720 his score being 10 pts behind top ranked Bridger Deaton USA . Scored on a 80cm target face at a distance of 50m. As Jordan was inside the top 8 he therefore received a bye in the first round of the head to head elimination match’s. He was also then selected by Great Britain Team Manager, Barry Eley, to participate in the Mixed Team event the following day with England’s Daisy Clark.

On Wednesday Jordan and Daisy who were seeded 5th for the Mixed Team opened their day by winning their 1st match against Ukraine 146-145 out of a possible 160. They then went on to face Mexico the No 2 seeds but unfortunately lost 149-152 in the quarter finals failing to back up their bronze medal at the European Championships in Cyprus the previous month.

The following day Jordan’s first individual match was against Canada’s Felix Dufresne. In this match Jordan scored 145 out 150, as opposed to Felix’s 143 therefore going through to the 1/8’s round. Next Jordan faced Peter Sigil of Denmark, seeded 20th and unfortunately lost this match by 1 point, 142-143 ending his individual competition. Later that day the 3 man Team event took place. Representing Great Britain in this was Stuart Taylor and Luke Pennell of England, along with Jordan. The trio were seeded 4th for the event and won their first two matches against Russia 225-214 and Ukraine 226-221. They then went on to face the No.1 seed USA trio in the semi-finals. By then the wind had picked up strongly and archers began to struggle. Here they were beaten 218-223 and progressed into the Bronze medal match vs. the number 2 seeds Denmark. In this encounter Denmark shot very well and scored 228 against Great Britain’s 219. However spirits were relatively high as they had finished in 4th place at their first World Archery Youth Championships and where beaten by the eventual World Champions, USA in the semi final.

NIAS would like to congratulate Jordan Mitchell on his excellent achievement.
